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h brief history of escaiators

& First escalator patent granted to Nathan Ames. The design was
never built.

®m Jesse Reno designed and patented a moving inclined ramp.

@ G.H.Wheeler invented and patented a flat step moving stairway
with a handrail. Again, this design was never built.

s Moving stairway installed at the World fair ground, Chicago, USA.
& The Wheeler design was developed by C.D.Seeburger and Otis.
m Reno moving stairway installed as a pleasure ride at Coney Island,
Brooklyn, New York, USA.

a Four more Reno escalators sold to the Siegal Cooper Um@mﬁBwE
Store in New York, USA.

m The Reno escalator installed at Coney Island was moved to the New
York end of the Brooklyn Bridge and entered passenger service.
Charles Seeburger buys the patent for the unsuccessful Wheeler
escalator.

m Seeburger officially creates the name "escalator” which is registered
by Otis as a trade mark and permitted Otis to be the only company to
spell escalator with a capital E. The name escalator was derived from
a combination of the Latin name for stairs "scala" and elevator.

m Reno inclined escalator installed in Bloomingdale Brother-

Department Store, New York, USA.

@ The Sovex organisation install the first BoSmm stairway in London
at the Harrods Department Store.

m Otis build the first Seeburger design in their amoswﬂm factory, USA
& A Reno machine was installed in London’s Crystal Palace msm one
penny was o:mnmaa for the ride.

m Seeburger joins Otis.

a A musical hall song entitled "up.the sliding stairs" was written by..

Mr W Dempsey.

® Reno design installed at 59th Street Station, New Mdaa USA with
a24ft rise and forming a pair but had no handrail between them.

®m Paris exposition: two Seeburger/Otis design escalators exhibited.

‘m Both of the escalators exhibited at the Paris exposition were

returned to the USA. One was installed in the Gimbels Department
Store in Philadelphia and the other in Chicago.
m The first moving stairway installed at a British Railway Station
(Seaforth, Liverpool).
m Maceys Department Store, New York place an order for a bank of
four escalators.
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A brief history of escalators (cont)

® Reno built his spiral moving stairs at Holloway Road Underground
Station, London.

m The first escalator installation in Germany is installed at Wertheim,
Berlin,

m The Reno electric stairway and conveyors organisation was taken
over by the Otis company. Otis then became the only company
manufacturing escalators World wide.

m London Transport installs its first escalator at Earls Court Station.
m By now over 50 Seeburger escalators had been installed
World-wide.

m Otis install their first office environment escalator in the Union
Arcade Building in Philadelphia.

= An amalgamation of the Seeburger and Reno design was created.

.= Escalator first used as a term in the American A17.1 safety code.

n H.g escalators installed in the Wall Street Tower, New York, USA.
m Six escalators installed in the Rockerfeller Centre, New York, USA.

m The first seagoing escalators are installed on the "Nieuw
Amsterdam".

n Zw.n.oi gauge step type cleats introduced.

m Otis alter their design to extend the handrail beyond the comb
plates to assist in access and egress and to reduce accidents.

® The escalator exhibited at the 1900 Paris exposition is withdrawn
from use after 46 years of service at the Gimbels Uaﬁﬁ.ﬁdmﬂ Store,

Philadelphia, USA. v

s Otis lose title to the name escalator as it was deemed to have
become a common term.

m Otis responds by registering the name Escal-aire for escalators with
glass balustrades.

m First escalator manufactured by Eggars (Model FT51).

m The escalator installed in 1900 at 59th Street in New York was
removed.

1957: .= Patent issued for a conventional escalator.

1987:

® Tragic escalator fire at London Underground’s Kings Cross Station
kills 31 people and results in the monnoz Report.

Records:.
m The World Trade Centre in New York City has the largest EE&Q. of
escalators installed for a single building, 74 by Otis.

® Moscow Metropolitan Railway System has a record rise of 60 m for one
escalator,
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