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i The Story of Beitou

“Beitou” is originates from the language of the Ketagalans, the Pingpu aboriginal tribe in Taiwan, meaning “sorceress’s
abode”. Of the site rich in sulfur, her steamy fumes and fog are evocative of the sorceress weaving the magic spells. The Han
Chinese named her in its phonetic transcription as “Batou”, “Patou” or “Beitou™. Beitou was noteworthy for sweet sedge that
grew there (its long leaves were used in weaving), Peng-lai rice, and tangerines. It was also an important sulfur-producing
center during Ching Dynasties. In the Ching Dynasty, the porcelain industry developed there and large quantities of porcelain
wares were manufactured there. During the Japanese Occupation of Taiwan (1895-1945), Beitou became famous at home and
abroad for its hot springs and came to acquire the sobriquet of “Hot Spring Town”.

The Green building library

The Beitou Branch is located within the wooded Beitou Park, a rich natural environment. In following the international
trend of ecologically-friendly architecture, the library was designed to blend into its natural setting. The building is constructed
primarily of wood and steel with the appearance of an oversized tree house. It is the first library structure to be built based on
the eco-architectural concept. The building is comprised of two upper levels and one lower level for a total area of 1,990 square
meters. The library’s book collection consists of more than 20,000 volumes, with a generous amount devoted to “ecological
conservation” The southern facade of the library faces the park, and the northern side looks out onto a stream. French windows
are featured on all four sides of the building, which lets in an abundance of natural lighting and allows for exquisite views of the
charming natural landscape. The library extends naturally from its bookshelves within onto the scenery outside. The library’s
French windows showcase the treasures of knowledge it houses and book-loving library patrons can rest their eyes on the Park’s
refreshing greenery. As the furnitures have all been specially designed to make patrons feel as if they are sitting in the woods.
The lightweight material of the roof is equipped to produce solar energy, which in turn generates electricity, and it is designed to
collect rainwater. Outside a lawn provides the library with a green expanse. A wooded walkway with wooden chairs and
reading stations outside the library give patrons the chance to immerse themselves in a comfortable natural environment in which
they can relax and indulge into the atmosphere. Bird-observation stands are situated along the wooded walk, allowing patrons
to embark on another kind of reading by observing natural phenomena firsthand.

Library Hours: Website:  http://www.tpml.edu.tw
Address: 251 Guangming Road, Beitou District, Taipei
1. Tuesday to Saturday: 8:30 — 21:00 Telephone: (02)28977682 Fax:(02)2897853.8 :
Sunday and Monday: 9:00 — 17:00 Transportation: MRT — Take the MRT Danshui Line ,
2. Library Card application and materials circulation will be out Nanshijiao Line and get off at Beitou Station to
of service 30 minutes prior to the library's closing time. transfer to Hsin Beitou Line and get off at Hsin
3. The Library closes on National Holidays and every first Beitou Station.
Thursday of each month(the Library's cleaning day). Buses: Take 216, 218, 218(subline), or 266 and get off at

Hsin Beitou Stop.

Services:

Library Card Applications, Materials Circulation, Reservation
and Internet Access, Reference Service, Guide Tour for Visitors,

Storytelling for Children, and other Lectures and Activities.

[ |



Nine indicators of Green Building and their application in the Beitou Branch

No.

Group of indicator

Nine indicators of Green
Building

The Application in the Beitou Branch

Ecology

Biodiversity

The library preserves the diversified ecological habitats in
the Beitou Park to the fullest extent possible. It grows
original plant species and other plants that attract birds and
insect species to the park. It has adopted a multi-tiered
mixed planting approach and makes use of ecological
construction to build up the riverbanks to revive tree frogs.

Greenery

The green roof is made of a lightweight material and has a
slightly downward sloping lawn and several plant species.
These plants can absorb carbon dioxide and produce
oxygen, thus contributing a green environment for the
library.

Soil Water Content

The building has a design that is similar to a house on
stilts, and it appears like a house situated on a park’s
expanse of green grass. That the library is surrounded by
green grass and enclosed by a green roof that can actually
breathe induces the flow of water into the underground
water table. .

Energy saving

Daily Energy Saving

The library is designed to benefit from a natural breeze and
natural lighting by means of its high ceiling, extra levels,
and high and low windows that create a “floating draft”.
The natural breeze circulates air currents inside the library.
The roof features solar cell panels that generate electricity
via the solar energy. This power source can generate up
to 16 thousand watts. The outdoor extended balcony
blocks the sun and the vertical wood lattice frames protect
the inside from solar radiation and excessive heat from the
sun.

Waste reduction

CO; Emission Reduction

The lightweight construction materials of wood and steel
reduced the amount of material used, the amount of energy
expended in construction and the amount of carbon dioxide
given off.

Waste Reduction

The earth that had been removed to create the library’s
foundation was used to refill the land for the building’s
basement so that the earth has been kept in balance. After
the land was leveled, numerous trees and shrubs were
planted to preserve the green environment.

Health

Indoor Environment

Ecologically-friendly paint was used and indoor furnishing
was kept to a minimum. Natural lighting enhances the
feeling of spaciousness in this library.

Water Resource

The grassy slope of the roof and the natural drainage
system serve to recycle rainwater. The recycled water
will be used for watering plants. The restrooms are
installed with water-saving facilities.

Sewage and Garbage
Improvement

Recycling areas are tightly sealed to prevent unpleasant
odors from emanating throughout public areas.




